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Jan: It would be useful if you could include a general introduction here explaining what people will need in order to be able to use this book. For example, it seems to presume a good working knowledge of Java and networking. Also, it would help to start off with a brief explanation of what Jini is—nothing so detailed as in chapter 1, but something explaining that it comes from Sun, that it is a networking architecture (or however you want to describe it), and perhaps briefly outline how it compares to other similar products/solutions (such as CORBA). And it would be good to explain briefly what is in the book—the sort of topics you will cover, and the fact that it is a hands-on study-the-code type book, rather than being a theoretical book on general concepts. None of this really needs to be very detailed—it just has to help readers know whether this is the right book for them. Andy[ok]
The business and academic worlds have long accepted the use of networking technologies, allowing users to share files and applications and to exchange information using network services such as email. The explosive growth of the Internet has made everyone conscious of the importance of networked applications, and this is set to grow at an enormous rate with the emergence of home and mobile networks. 
For the programmer, building distributed applications can be a complex business. There are issues related to network stability and accessibility in addition to partitioning applications into portions that can run separately but still be linked into larger functional units. There is a large variety of frameworks—experimental and commercial—that have been devised to make it easier to build and deploy distributed applications. 
Jini is one of the latest frameworks to build distributed applications. From Sun Microsystems, it builds upon previous experiences, but also introduces new concepts that fit into the modern object-oriented world. Jini is written in Java and distributes and organizes applications based on the distributed object-oriented principles supported by Java. It allows the programmer to build type-safe applications with distributed garbage collection, which are resilient to network failures and can discover and use distributed services at need.
This book is written for the programmer/architect with a working knowledge of Java and of network programming who wants to come up to speed with Jini quickly. The reader should be comfortable with network concepts such as remote procedure calls, and be familiar with Java syntax and have a working knowledge of the Java core classes.

This is a hands-on, study-the-code type of book. The intention is to introduce the reader to code that they can easily understand, and then copy and use in their own programs. The book covers the full range of Jini concepts, and also deals with a number of advanced topics such as linking Jini and CORBA systems, and using Jini to make hardware devices available across the network. The book has been available on the Internet in various forms for nearly two years, and has benefited from user feedback as well as aiding many new Jini programmers.
The first eight chapters cover the basics of Jini programming, leading to a complete, but simple application. The following chapters discuss more advanced material. These include more advanced topics such as event handling, security, transactions and activation, and also covers the new helper classes of Jini 1.1. In addition these chapters include topics not normally covered in Jini books, such as user interfaces, links to other distributed systems such as CORBA, and using hardware devices with Jini.
The book uses Jini version 1.1, released late in 2000, and works with both JDK 1.2 and JDK 1.3
Jan: What version of what are you referring to below? Andy[deleted]

Jan: I’ve deleted the table of contents that was here. It will be recreated from the text when the book goes into production. Andy[ok]
Files

Jan: Are these files going to be put on a CD to go with the book, or are they going on the Apress web site, or on your site? I’m not sure about these details, but in any case, readers will need to be directed to them, either by mention of the CD or by giving URLs. Andy
[Andy, I don’t think there will be a CD. The files will be on the Web, on my Canberra Web site ]
The source for the programs in the book is available as a zip file: programs.zip. The compiled classes are available as a zip file: classes.zip. These files are on the Web site http://pandonia.canberra.edu.au/java/jini/tutorial/Jini.xml.
Jan: In the second sentence below, you mean HTML versions of what files? What documentation files are these? If these are the book files, is this still accurate? Andy[these are Web files, that readers will be able to get from my site – wherever that ends up being]



Jan: Presumably this should be updated for the book version, particularly if it is on a CD. Andy[from the Web site]



Other Resources

*
The Jini FAQ: http://www.artima.com/jini/faq.html

*
Jini Community Web site: http://www.jini.org/





*
Jini home page: http://www.sun.com/jini/index.html

*
RMI home page: http://java.sun.com/products/jdk/rmi/index.html

*
Jini mailing list: jini-users@java.sun.com

*
Jini mailing list archives: http://archives.java.sun.com/archives/jini-users.html

*
RMI mailing list: rmi-users@java.sun.com

*
RMI mailing list archives: http://archives.java.sun.com/archives/rmi-users.html

*
Jini Interface Repository for standardized service interfaces (empty at present): http://www.artima.com/jini/interrepo/
Jan: Is the preceding “empty at present” still accurate? Andy[yes]


Jan: Presumably this needs a URL, or it should be included on the CD if that’s how it’s being done. Andy[Web site, not relevant for the book]

Jan: This will presumably be replaced with a standard Apress legal statement. Andy[ok, the Apress statement will cover the printed copy, which is fine] 
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